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CONFIDENTIAL SAIGON 7591 
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TAGS: PARM, PFOR, ICRC, VN, US 
SUBJECT: ICRC CONFERENCE ON WEAPONS 

REFS: A) SAIGON 7149; B) SAIGON 7294; C) USUN 2078; D) GENEVA 3628 

1. WE HAVE NOTED IN PARA 6, REF C, COMMENT OF LABOUISSE "THAT 
IOG IS MORIBUND AND NO LONGER A SUITABLE VEHICLE FOR UNICEF 
PURPOSES”. WHATEVER THE VALIDITY OF THAT APPRAISAL MAY BE 
LABOUISSE IS NOT LIKELY TO BE ANY MORE AMENABLE TO OUR ARGUMENTS 
WHEN HE LEARNS THAT WE HAVE PUT ANOTHER $2 MILLION INTO IOG AT 
THE SAME TIME ICRC KICKS THE USG AROUND BY REQUESTING POLL ON 
PRG ATTENDANCE AT WEAPONS CONFERENCE ALTHOUGH QUESTION HAD 
ALREADY BEEN DECIDED AT THE LAW OF WAR CONFERENCE. 

2. PERSONAL COMMENTS OF UNHCR (REF D) CONFIRM IMPRESSION WE 
HAD GOTTEN HERE LAST WEEK FROM DEP UNHCR MACE OF UNHCR 
WILLINGNESS TO BECOME MUCH MORE DEEPLY INVOLVED IN INDO- 
CHINA. THEREFORE, WE HAVE A CLEAR AND SATISFACTORY ALTER- 
NATIVE TO IOG. SHOULD WE CARE TO USE IT, THERE COULD BE NO 
CRITICISM RESULTING FROM SHIFTING TO UNHCR. 

3. THEREFORE, SINCE WE ASSUME DEPARTMENT SERIOUS IN ITS 
EXPRESSED DESIRE TO PREVENT EXTENSION OF INVITATION TO PRG, 

WE AGAIN REITERATE THE RECOMMENDATION MADE IN REFS A AND B 
THAT DEPARTMENT SHOULD INSTRUCT MISSION GENEVA TO INDICATE 
TO THE ICRC THAT THE TENTATIVE ASSURANCE PREVIOUSLY GIVEN 
FOR $2 MILLION IN FY 1975 HAD BEEN WITHDRAWN. 
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